REPORT ON THE REFUGEE PROJECT – JUNE 2007

The report on the Refugee and Asylum Seekers Project was submitted by the LRF-Zambia, the lead organisation. Other participating organisations are LHRC-Tanzania and LRC-South Africa

Activities Undertaken

In the second phase of the project, activities undertaken included the visit to refugee camps and holding a stakeholders workshop on refugee rights and legislation in Tanzania in November 2006. 

· Visit to Refugee Camps 


The refugee camps toured were Nyalugusu, Mtabila and Muyovozu Refugee Camps hosting refugees from Congo DR, Burundi and Rwanda. All the three camps are situated in Kigoma, in the northern part of Tanzania. Nyalugusu Refugee camp was established in 1996 and currently hosted a population of 53,038 Congolese nationals. Mtabila camp was established in April 1974 and is the oldest camp in Tanzania and hosts refugees from Burundi. It is 12,000 square kilometers. Muyovozi, which hosts the Rwandese refugees was established in 1996. The visit revealed the following challenges: female or child headed homes; gender based violence; abuse of children’s rights; insufficient food; poor health services; lack of access to justice; human rights abuses; corruption and poor educational facilities 

The following recommendations were made by SALAN after the tour of refugee camps:

· NGOS dealing in human rights in Tanzania should consider extending legal representation to refugees and introducing programmes on issues of access to justice.

· Women’s rights organizations within Tanzania should start operating in refugee camps in order to promote women’s rights.

· Women should be included in all decision-making committees set up to settle disputes in the camps if their rights are to be addressed

· Formal mechanisms of setting up marriages should be introduced to avoid women and children being abandoned

· Government should consider revising policies and emulate other countries that allocate pieces of land and farming implements to refugees to alleviate poverty in the camps 

· Humanitarian organizations should consider increasing food rations for refugees as the amounts received at present are too minimal

· Relevant stakeholders should introduce programmes to address challenges that former child soldiers are facing within the camps

· Increase allowances for refugee professionals offering their services within the camp especially teachers as the current allowance is too meagre

· Orphans should be provided with resources to enable them attend higher education 

· Refugees should be availed with more information and their rights on repatriation

· The UNHCR should consider increasing the weight of property refugees are allowed to carry during repatriation

· Authorities should look into providing protection to refugees expressing fear of being attacked by their former enemies within the camps

· National Stakeholders Workshop on Refugee Rights and Legislation


The national stakeholders workshop on Refugee Rights and Legislation drew together more than 40 participants and was held in November in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. Presentations were made on ‘Refugee Rights’ by the UNHCR, on ‘Xenophobia’ by a University Lecturer Dr Kamanga, on the situation of refugees in South Africa and Zambia by SALAN members. The experiences from the tour of refugee camps were shared.    

Future Activities

The Refugee Project Group reported that the next target countries were Namibia and Botswana where they were thinking of touring refugee camps and holding stakeholders workshops.

Reactions to the Report on Refugee Project

LRF-Zambia reported that besides the project on SALAN, it was also implementing activities on Refugee issues. It was currently considering conducting a test case on the Right of citizenship for refugees born in Zambia. UNHCR and LRF-Zambia will be conducting mobile court sessions on a monthly basis. LRF lawyers will be providing legal advice and legal representation to refugees in refugee camps. LRC also reported that it was currently representing refugees in courts and helping them get proper documentation. LHRC reported that after SALAN conducted activities in Tanzania on refugee issues, it decided to embark on refugee activities which begun with the establishment of Special Rapportuers in refugee camps. Refugees would be reporting human rights abuses to the Special Rapportuers and LHRC would be providing legal advice and representation. 

