SOCIO-ECONOMIC RIGHTS REPORT – JUNE 2007

The report on the Socio-Economic Rights Project was submitted by the ZCEA-Zambia which is the lead organization. Other participating organizations in this project include Black Sash, LDH-Mozambique and LRF-Zimbabwe. 

The report was covering the period between May 2006 and June 2007. 

Objectives of the Project in Period Under Review

The objectives of the project for the period under review were:

· Establish current position re ICECSR

· Establish position of each country on attainment of MDGs

Activities Carried out in the Period Under Review

Activities that were carried out in the period under review were:
· Finalising the research report on the status of the Socio-Economic Rights in SALAN member countries 

The group finalized the research report on the status of the Socio-Economic Rights in relation to the ICESCR by verifying the information and filling the gaps in the report that was done by a researcher that had been hired to conduct a desk top research to assess the SALAN member countries’ incorporation of the International Convention on Economic Social and Cultural Rights in their domestic policies and laws. The countries that were targeted included Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The decision to review the report was made at a workshop held by SALAN in May 2006 when it was found out that the report had some gaps in it and certain information needed verifying, especially information relating to countries other then South Africa. Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa and Zambia have since updated their country reports on the implementation of the ICESCR. Malawi, Mozambique and Namibia are yet to send in their reports. 

· Research on the Status of MDGs in SALAN member countries

The other activity was to research the status on the attainment of MDGs in order to establish the position of each SALAN member country on the efforts to attain the MDGs considering that 2007 marks the mid point in the MDG time frame.  Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Tanzania sent reports outlining the position of the countries attainment of MDGS. South Africa, Malawi, Mozambique and Namibia have yet to submit their reports on their country specific MDG status. From the reports sent in by the three member countries, it seems that the MDG number 2 on universal primary education is the most likely to be achieved by all three countries. Botswana has in fact achieved this goal. MDG number 3, of promoting gender equality and empower women is receiving great attention. It seems that all three countries are making strides towards MDG 4 with its targets to reduce infant mortality and to improve maternal health. All three countries are struggling with the other MDGs of eradicating hunger and poverty, ensuring environmental sustainability and improving access to safe drinking water and clean sanitation. 

Progress towards project’s goal and Next Steps of the Project
The two activities described above in order to establish the current position of the inclusion of provisions of the ICECSR in specific country policies and the position of each country on the attainment of MDGs were meant to contribute to a situational analysis of social economic rights in each of the SALAN member countries in order to help the group decide on priority rights to target in the advocacy campaign on ICESCR.

With this initial survey the next steps to follow are to conduct a situational analysis on what is happening around the prioritized rights in each country and in the region. This would be followed up by a regional conference to raise awareness and develop an advocacy strategy around the prioritized rights. It was envisaged to follow up the regional conference with public awareness activities in national forums such as parliament, media, and community education as well as public awareness activities at regional forums such as at SADC, NEPAD or the AU.

Conclusion

The project is on course and according to the activity plan that was worked out at a meeting held in November 2006 the activities are on schedule. However, the slow response by SALAN members to forward their research reports has delayed a comprehensive analysis of all countries. This however, hopefully, be done at the SALAN June 2007 meeting where all members will be present. It is at this meeting that all member countries will be expected to bring their reports.

Re-worked Social Economic Rights Project Work Plan

	Activity
	Responsible Org
	Time Frame

	Finalise the research report on the status the Socio-Economic Rights in SALAN member countries in relation to the ICESCR by verifying the information and filling gaps
	LRF-Zimbabwe
	January 2007

	Survey on the Progress of the attainment of MDGs in each SALAN member countries
	ZCEA-Zambia
	February 2007



	Decide on Priority rights to target in the ICESCR
	To be decided at May meeting
	May 2007

	Situation analysis on what is happening around the prioritized rights (country and region)
	To be decided at May meeting
	August 2007

	Hold  regional conference to raise awareness and develop an advocacy strategy around the prioritized rights (Stakeholders and Experts Conference around specific rights)
	To be decided at May meeting
	November 2007

	Public awareness activities in national fora –Parliament, media, community education
	To be decided at May meeting
	2008

	Public awareness activities in regional fora – SADC, NEPAD, AU
	To be decided at May meeting
	2008


Reaction to the Report on Socio-Economic Rights

A question was raised on how the Socio-Economic Rights Project Group intended to take the work forward after completing the advocacy strategy. The response was that the advocacy would be at two levels. Firstly it will be done at national level where each SALAN member would be involved and secondly at regional level targeting and engaging the African Union and SADC.

The members involved in the Socio-Economic Rights Project were urged to ensure that the pace at which the project moved was increased as it had dragged for a long time. The response was that SALAN members themselves contributed in delaying the project as they took long to submit reports. The meeting heard that many donors were interested in the Socio-Economic Rights project. 

